
 

  

  

 
 

 
 
Covid 19 has somewhat stifled the activities of FoAS from early in 2020, with possibly 

many more weeks before some form of ‘normality’ returns. 
 

During the periods of restrictive activities, we have only been able to operate small 
Work Parties, (utilising the permitted exercise periods), during Spring and Summer 
2020, to maintain the results of prior good efforts to improve the image of Appledore 

Station. 
 

The planters were overhauled at the end of Winter 2019/20 and new plants installed.  
During Spring, additional plants were introduced to provide a variety of colour.  Plant 
watering and general maintenance of the planters was undertaken on a rotational 

basis, by dedicated Volunteers. 
 

Marshlink Rail Service 
 
As a result of the Covid 19 pandemic and the knock-on effect of significant passenger 

footfall, GTR have announced that effective 18th January 2021, a number of rail service 
reductions will be introduced throughout their area of franchise.  There are currently 

no plans to include the Marshlink Line in any new service reductions, although the 
increased number of carriages from two to four, may be re-set to two.  
 

Appledore Station Building 
 

A significant delay has ensued regarding the refurbishment of the Station Building. As 
previously reported this project is being funded by Network Rail from their Heritage 
Fund.  BAM have been contracted to perform the refurbishment work.  

  
A BAM ‘Wellbeing Unit’ has been installed in the Station Car Park for some weeks now. 

I have made an enquiry of GTR-Southern, earlier this week to see if they can provide 
an update on when the work will commence, along with an estimate of how long the 
BAM Team will be on site. 

 
We are still seeking to meet with the appropriate person at GTR-Southern who will 

have responsibility for deciding on the use of the refurbished building and what the 
terms would be.  We have reconfirmed our request that the station building be 

allocated for local community use, at a peppercorn charge. 
 
Car Park 

 
Still a major issue for commuters and occasional travellers.  Our options continue to 

be an arrangement with the owner of the gated area or possibly with the new owners 
of the property adjacent Platform 2, (a major vegetation management programme is 
underway along their side of the fence line).  

  



 

  

 

 
  

 
 

 
FoAS Notice Boards 
 

The boards have recently been updated with a selection of B&W photographs of 
Appledore and local stations from bygone days, to provide something interesting to 

look at whist waiting for trains.  The photographs were kindly provided by one of the 
regular passengers who lives in Tenterden, who also happens to be a rail enthusiast.   
 

Two short B&W films were also provided and are available to interested FoAS Members, 
for a nominal fee, to cover the cost of the memory sticks 

 
GTR Passenger Benefit Fund 
 

Sadly, our proposal to have the Public Toilets refurbished to provide Unisex/Disabled 
facilities, using the £30K, allocated to Appledore Station from the fund was rejected, 

as Appledore Station does not have any on site staff to ensure appropriate use of a 
toilet facility during the hours that they would be open for public use.   
 

A number of alternative projects were however agreed to be undertaken using the 
fund: 

 Additional Seating on Platform 2 – Work Completed 
 Repainting of the Handrail leading to Platform 2 – Work Completed 
 Additional Bicycle Storage – Work Completed 

 Electronic Information Screen by Automatic Ticket Machine – Work Pending 
 Drainage in Carpark – Work Pending 

 Replacement Solid Doors on Old Public Toilet Block – Work Pending 
 Decoration of the Canopied Area on Platform 1 – Work Pending 
 Defibrillator Supply and Installation – Work Pending 

 Motion Sensitive Lighting over the Carpark – Work Pending 
 

Other Projects for Consideration/Approval 
 Vegetation Management along the Pathway to Platform 2 
 CCTV on the Platforms and in the Car Park 

 
Directional Signage 

 
APC/Cllr Hennig has negotiated with KCC-Highways for the installation of strategically 

located directional signage from Appledore Village to the Station and from the Station 
to Appledore Village and to The Romney Marsh Villages. 
 

11B Bus Service  

 

We are still chasing Stagecoach to have definitive signage installed to identify where 

the bus stops are, either side of the road, as well as the reinstallation, (at an 

appropriate location), of a Bus Timetable. We have asked KCC to intervene as it seems 

that they subsidise this bus service. 

 
 

 

 


