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VILLAGE DIARY 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Due to the Coronavirus, there are no bookings for Appledore Village Hall for September. 

 

 

All editorial matter for publication in the OCTOBER magazine should be sent to: The Editor, 
Oak House, 74 The Street, Appledore, TN26 2AE, tel. no 01233 758249, email: 
appledoremagazine@hotmail.com, NOT LATER THAN THE TWENTIETH OF SEPTEMBER. 

Please provide copy to our email address, preferably as a Word file attachment. 

 

Advertising: Brian Knight 01233 758319 

   email: appledoremagazine@hotmail.com 

A year's advertising (11 magazines) is £25 per 1/6th page. The magazine is delivered 

to 400 houses and is available to visitors via the Village Shop and church. 

Thank you for all the kind donations towards our new 
printer even in such difficult times. The cheques continue 
to come in and we finally have our new printer! Check the 
article on page 13 for more details! 

The Appledore Parish Magazine is produced, printed, collated and 
delivered by a number of villagers who kindly volunteer to take on these 
tasks. It is delivered free to every household in the village. This is unusual; 
the majority of village magazines carry a cover price of 30p or so. It is 
supported financially by advertisers and by one or two organisations, such 
as the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, which contribute 
towards the space that they regularly occupy. But it could not continue to 
exist without donations from private householders who, over the years and 
on a regular basis, have given us money to keep going. Donations should 
be sent to: The Editor, Oak House, 74 The Street, Appledore, TN26 2AE. 
Cheques should be made payable to Appledore Parish Magazine. 

mailto:appledoremagazine@hotmail.com
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Dear Appledore, 

Exciting news! The new printer has arrived and 

has been installed into its new home. We still 

must have training on how to use it, but hopefully 

October’s magazine will have been printed on it. 

This month we have several articles from 

concerned residents who make some very valid 

points about life in our lovely village.  The first is 

about fly-tipping in our area (on page 9). Some 

useful information on how to report incidents is 

included. The second is an open letter to 

countryside walkers from a local farmer, Henry 

Gardiner. It is a plea for us to abide by the 

country code and to close gates and pick up our 

litter behind us.  We live in a beautiful part of the 

country and are all responsible for keeping it that 

way. I was horrified to find a discarded face mask 

on the grass verge outside my house this week. 

The final article is by Julian Colledge and is an 

interesting read on how the Coronavirus 

pandemic might make us think twice about how 

the money from the sale of the Parish Council 

field should be spent. 

The cover this month alludes to our virtual 

Village Show. See how you can still participate – 

albeit from a safe distance – on page 8. 

On a lighter note, and perhaps saving the best till 

last, Dippy Dora is a little philosophical this 

month – although she does offer some solutions 

to the problems that life throws at us. Read her 

remedies on page 26! 

Have a safe and happy September. 

 

Maureen 

Email: appledoremagazine@hotmail.com 
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 WHO TO ASK 

APPLEDORE ALLOTMENT CHARITY 

Clerk to the Trustees  Mrs Mary Shaw, The Homestead   01233 758298 

 

APPLEDORE PARISH CHURCH  Vicar: Revd Tricia Fogden    01233 758250 
Secretary    Philippa Perkins, email: philippaperkins.appledorepcc.co.uk 
Reader    Mrs Alison Gilbert      01797 280243 
Churchwardens   Mrs Frances Smith      01233 758201 
Bells: Captain   Mr F. Wenham, Lindon Stone    01233 758362 
  Secretary   Denise Stephens, Nonsuch Cottage    01233 758952  
  Steeple Keeper  Mr Aston Calladine     01233 758105 
Flowers/Brass   Mrs J. Clifton, Priory Lands    01233 758285 
Music     tba 
Refreshments   Mrs D. Clifton      01233 758256 

 
METHODIST CHURCH  Revd  Tricia Fogden      01233 758250 
Secretary    Mrs B. Fazzani, Oakhouse Farm    01233 758322 

 
APPLEDORE & DISTRICT RIDING ASSOCIATION 
Chair     Mrs Sue Hutcheson     07795 957488 

 

APPLEDORE GOOD NEIGHBOUR SERVICE 

Free transport for housebound villagers       01233 758478 

 

APPLEDORE VILLAGE STORES   51/53 The Street    01233 758320 

 

ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCILLOR Mr Michael Burgess   01233 628387 

 

ASHFORD BOROUGH CITIZENS ADVICE email:  ashfordadvice@gmail.com 

 

ART CLUB  Denise Stephens, email: georginajack@icloud.com   01233 758952 

 

BRITISH RED CROSS  For general enquiries     01580 763359 

Tenterden & Cranbrook  For medical loans specifically    01233 620356 

 

CARM:      Helen Mattock     01233 758122 

 

CHILD HEALTH CLINIC  Hamstreet: Wednesday 10.30 – 12.00 

     Appledore: Friday  10.00 – 12.00 

 

COMMUNITY RURAL WARDEN    Joanna Vos, email: joanna.vos@kent.gov.uk 07980 770578 

 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU Town Hall, Tenterden      01580 762371 

 Monday 10.00-16.00, Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10.00 -13.00 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY Ashford      01233 208000 

 

DOCTORS    Appledore/Hamstreet     01233 730190 
     Tenterden – Surgery     01580 763666 
     Woodchurch      01233 860236 
 

ELECTRICITY   Failure of supply UK Power Networks   105 

 
APPLEDORE FOOTBALL CLUB  Seniors:  Kenny Beale    07899 030276 
      Juniors:  Terri Richards    07887 496048 
 

FRIENDS OF APPLEDORE CHURCH 

Chair   Mrs F Smith , email: fmks33@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair  Miss A Hill,  Church House      01233 758203 

 

APPLEDORE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY 

Chair   Paul Ripley, 2 Station Villas      01233 758410 
Secretary  Tessa Knight, Heathland House, Woodchurch Rd   01233 758319 
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HOSPITALS    Buckland (Dover)      01304 201624 
     William Harvey (Ashford)    01233 633331 
     Kent and Canterbury (Canterbury)   01227 766877 
     Benenden       01580 240333 
     West View (Tenterden)     01580 261500 

 
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR  Mike Hill       01580 766075 
     email: Michael.hill@kent.gov.uk 
 
KENTISH EXPRESS   Ruth Smith            01233 758564 
Correspondent   email:  ruthasmith@sky.com 
 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY Chair:  Brian Knight     01233 758319 
     Sec.: Jo Killick, email: secalhs@gmail.com 
 
MEETING POINT   Mrs V Beale, 9 Elmtree     01233 758548 

 

PARISH COUNCIL  James Perkins, Cradlebridge, Moor Lane, 

     Appledore, Kent, TN26 2BH  

     email:  apc.mphilo@gmail.com    01233 758107 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE   Editor: Maureen Catt, Oak House, 74 The Street  01233 758249 

Accounts & Advertising  Mr B Knight, Heathland House     01233 758319 

 

 

POLICE    Emergencies      999 

Enquiries    Non-Emergencies      101 

 

PCSO:    Katherine Richards, email: katherine.richards@kent.pnn.police.uk 

 

RECREATION GROUND BOOKINGS        07770 947067  

 

REFUSE COLLECTION  Bulky items, e.g. fridges, 

 cookers etc. collected for £24 fee (for 4 items) 01233 331111 

 

SAMARITANS   Ashford        01233 610000 

 

TAXI      Tenterden Cars      01580 762444 

 

TENTERDEN & DISTRICT DAY CENTRE Church Road, Tenterden   01580 762882 

 

TENTERDEN  COMMUNITY HUB 

      e-mail: tenterdencommunityhub@gmail.com 01580 389941 

 

TRAINS     Enquiries        08457 484950 

 

VETS    Cinque Ports Veterinary Group   Tenterden  01580 763309 
   www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk   Rye   01797 222265 
   Pierson Stewart & Partners    Tenterden  01580 765244 
   www.pspvets.co.uk     Cranbrook  01580 713381 

 

VILLAGE HALL  Committee Chair  Huw Jenkins   01233 758152 
    Bookings   Marilyn Ray    01233 758586 
    email: villagehallappledore@gmail.com 

 

WATER COMPANY  South East Water Office Hours     08458 506060 

        24 hour emergency service  0333 0000365 

 

WITTERSHAM CEP SCHOOL  www.wittersham.kent.sch.uk   o1797 270329 

 

20/8/2020 

mailto:katherine.richards@kent.pnn.police.uk
http://www.pspvets.co.uk
http://www.wittersham.kent.sch.uk
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From the Vicarage. 

I have just returned from spending a couple of days with my 91-year old Mother 
in Staffordshire.  She always keeps her local church magazines for me as, being 
a Vicar, I must be interested in it. I normally read through them before depositing 
them in the recycling before I leave. 

However, in one that she gave me from March this year I found a very interesting 
article. The Rev’d Andy McCosh, a Vicar in South Staffordshire, has updated the 
words of an old favourite hymn to reflect the realities of global warming. After 
penning his new lyric, he shared it with a few friends and local schools who have 
tried it out. 

He sent a copy to his Bishop and the Diocesan Environment Officer picked it up. 
He was delighted that Andy had rewritten a hymn that encapsulates the 
goodness of God’s creation and had twisted it on its head in the tradition of the 
modern protests. 

One of the ‘Marks of Christian mission’ that the Anglican Communion has 
identified is to ‘strive to safeguard the integrity of creation.’ In the creation story in 
the Bible, God looks at all that he has made and says that it is ‘very good.’ But as 
we look around us at the world today in a time of climate breakdown and of mass 
extinction, we recognise that humans are not doing a very good job of 
safeguarding that creation God’s given us a task to look after. 

Andy wanted to try to contrast the words that are full of the joy and goodness 
and beautiful nature of God’s creation which the original hymn achieves very well 
with our current climate issues: the fact that our trees are being torn down, that 
our hillsides are bare, that we’re getting huge storms that shouldn’t really be 
happening and a massive increase in world temperatures and the danger of 
really serious environmental destruction. We are losing so many species which 
actually puts us at risk in terms of our future existence as well. 

Can you guess the hymn that I’m talking about?  It is, of course, “All things bright 
and beautiful.”  You will find the rewritten hymn words elsewhere in this 
magazine.  

We live in a really beautiful part of our world and it is our responsibility to try and 
keep it as beautiful as God intends it to be.  We start with our annual Pet service 
on Sunday 6

th
 September at 10.30am in the Parish Church. In September we will 

also celebrate Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) on Wednesdays 9
th
 

and 23
rd

 at 9.30am. 

Depending on governmental advice, we hope to then continue in October with a 
service once a month on a Sunday morning and will also be worshipping on the 
computer via Zoom.  If you don’t normally receive a copy of our Pew News which 
gives the sign-in details, please do contact me and I will help you to get online. 

But, watch this space and also our Facebook page as things can and do 
change very quickly. 

 

God Bless     Tricia  

01233 758250/07885285636    patricia.fogden@btinternet.com 
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All things bright and beautiful 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 

Unless we're more responsible 
We could well lose them all. 

A wind of change is blowing, 
The warning bells have rung. 

Now acid rain is falling, 
And climate change begun. 

The tree-denuded mountains; 
Polluted river beds; 

The plastic in our oceans, 
Are things that we should dread. 

The storms are getting greater; 
The floods grow huge and strong. 

We can’t leave things till later, 
As we don’t have that long! 

The chopping down of forests; 
The sacking of our seas; 

The blowing of the tempests, 
Will bring us to our knees. 

We’ve eyes to see injustice, 
And lips we’ll use to tell, 

If we don't work to stop this, 
We could be doomed as well! 

Words by Revd Andy McCosh, April 2019. 

Alternative words to the hymn All things bright and beautiful by Cecil Frances Alexander 
(1818-1895). 

St Peter & St Paul Appledore 

Blessing of Pets 

Sunday 6th September 2020 

10.30am 

All well behaved pets and owners welcome! 
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Appledore Virtual Village Show 

 

Pre-Covid the show was arranged for September 12. However, Covid 19 has 
led to this year’s show being drastically modified.  

 

There are two classes. 

Class 1 Photo of my garden 

This should be a photo of your garden unless you do not have a garden. If you 
only have a patio, balcony or a window box, then you can submit a photo of a 
planted pot. If you don’t even have that, then a photo of a house plant can be 
submitted. 

If the Committee feel you are ‘cheating’ e.g. you submit a photo of a garden 
you have visited or submit an African violet when we all know you have acres 
of garden, then you will be disqualified. 

Photos have to be sent to my email address with your name, address, your 
email address, connection with Appledore and age if you are under 16. You 
can have a date on the photo, but no other comments.  

Class 2 Tallest sunflower 

This must be a sunflower you have grown from seed or small plant. You need 
to submit a photo of the entrant standing next to the sunflower and the 
measured height from soil/compost to the top of the flower. The photos and 
measurements, in either metres or feet and inches, have to be sent to my 
email address with your name, address, your email address, your connection 
to Appledore and your age if you are under 16. There can be no comments on 
the photo apart from the date. If it is a close tie or the photo and the 
measurement submitted do not appear to agree, then I will be coming round, 
in full PPE to remeasure. 

If you do not have email, then please put your photo and the appropriate 
information into my letterbox. 

Anybody of any age with a connection to Appledore can enter. 

There is no entry fee. 

Certificates will be awarded for 1
st
, 2

nd,
 and 3

rd
 in each class. If there are 

masses of entries, the classes may be subdivided e.g. Under 16; Garden; 
Patios, Balconies and Window boxes; and Indoor Plants. 

My address is Griffin Park Cottage and that is the first turning on the right after 
School Crossroads on the way out of Appledore on Tenterden Road. The letter 
box is a short distance up the mud drive. My email address is 
ruthasmith@sky.com. 

Deadline for entries is 11.59 pm on 12 September. 

Entries will be judged during the following week. The winners will be 
announced in the October edition of the Parish Magazine. 

Ruth Smith 

mailto:ruthasmith@sky.com
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Fly-tipping 

 
It isn’t a certainty that the current over-regulated use of the 

local Recycling Centres has resulted in additional fly-tipping, 

as the morons who can’t manage to dispose of their 

unwanted waste responsibly were evident even before the 

Coronavirus pandemic, but it hasn’t helped matters.  

 
Kenardington Road seems to be a favourite local dumping 

area for this illegal activity, particularly in the woods and 

along either side of the road close by, where the 

inconsiderate numpties unload their unwanted waste items, 

from fast-food packaging, drink bottles, cans and cartons, to 

carpet offcuts, old tyres and assorted building hardcore 

waste. 

 
It is possible to report the fly-tipped waste to Ashford 

Borough Council via the ‘Your Ashford app’, obtainable via 

their web site:  

https://www.ashford.gov.uk/report. 

 
A newer and more effective app is available from 

ClearWaste: 

https://www.ClearWaste.com. 

 
Using your mobile telephone, it is possible to photograph the 

dumped waste, which records the actual location, which in 

turn reports the matter to the Borough Council.  Even better 

is to record anyone seen to be dumping their unwanted 

waste, as this will provide evidence for their prosecution.  

 
It is easy, quick, and effective and the more of us that report 
the unsightly blight on our countryside, the faster the action 
by the Borough Council to remove it.  
 
Terry Blaney 

https://www.ashford.gov.uk/report
https://www.ClearWaste.com
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An open letter to countryside walkers  

from Henry Gardiner 

 

     Over the past few months, I expect many of us have developed a renewed 

appreciation for where we live.  We are fortunate to live in an area where we can 

easily access bucolic outdoor space.  Throughout the worst of heatwaves and the 

low points of lockdown, our rural surroundings have given us much needed respite.  

But to respect these surroundings properly, we must remember the “unwritten 

country code”! 

 

     As a local farmer, with land at the back of Appledore Allotments and the bottom 

of Donkey Lane, I have a number of footpaths that run across my fields.  I, like lots 

of other local landowners, do my best to make sure that the stiles and gates are 

kept bramble-free, signs evident, and footpaths clearly marked.  Recently, 

however, I have had problems with my gates regularly being left wide-open or 

improperly closed.  I have also found ample evidence of many walkers (particularly 

those with four-legged companions) not sticking to the designated footpath routes 

and using my fields more as play parks than the private commercial land it actually 

is. 

 

     The “unwritten country code” is like any other set of social rules to aid us in 

displaying good manners.  And just as many codes can be reduced to a ‘golden 

rule’, so can the “country code”: when walking through the countryside we make 

sure to leave everything as we found it!  This means remembering to close gates 

behind you, keeping litter on you until you get to a bin, and not trampling over crops 

miles away from a footpath.  Although the field may look like a meadow or lawn, it 

is more likely a field being used for hay.  Thus, every blade of grass is like a ‘penny’ 

that goes into the final ‘pound’ of a bale – in short, my livelihood. 

 

     I know that this is not news to most country-walkers and local residents, who 

already carefully abide by these rules as best they can.  Undoubtedly, it is only a 

tiny minority causing me trouble.  We are lucky to live in such a pleasant corner of 

Kent, where picturesque views and diverse wildlife abound.  It is imperative we all 

do our best, even in the smallest of ways, to respect these wonderful surroundings 

and preserve them, both for each other and future generations. 
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Coronavirus - a case for a Community Centre, new drains and a primary 

school? 

In September 2019 planning permission was granted for refurbishment of and an 

extension to the present Village Hall. This is to be funded by the sale and 

development of the Parish Council field.   

In the light of current events and Coronavirus, spending hundreds of thousands 

of pounds on refurbishing the existing Village Hall, would be madness. The Hall 

maybe small and cosy, but it will not be safe for most of the group activities that 

we have formerly enjoyed. The existing Hall has many limitations and despite the 

proposed refurbishment, it will never be fit for purpose.  It is small, and on a small 

inflexible site. It does not have space for people to mingle outside, for 

landscaping or a large safe play area for infants or small children. The existing 

Hall would be ideal as a shop and the car park should be retained for the benefit 

of the village.  

It is highly probable that Covid 19 will not be going away in the foreseeable 

future. There are many unknowns about it. The virus has been found in frozen 

samples of sewerage from March 2019 in Barcelona. The Chinese did not tell the 

truth in 2003 about SARS, another deadly illness and they tried to suppress 

information about the outbreak of Coronavirus in Wuhan late last year. Covid has 

been with us for much longer than most people realise. We cannot predict the 

long-term social, economic, political or health consequences of this virus. 

What we do know about Covid 19, is that “Lockdown” and “Social Distancing” do 

reduce the spread of the disease, as they did for the Black Death and other 

pandemics. We will all go bonkers if it becomes necessary to live in and out of 

lockdown. Children will not have the education they deserve, and the economy 

will suffer massively. Social distancing of adults (unlike with flu children are not 

super-spreaders of Covid) will reduce the risk of further lockdowns and will 

probably have to be part of our daily lives for the foreseeable future. 

We can hope that safe and effective vaccines will become available. However, 

how long will they confer immunity? Will we have to have annual vaccines like 

flu? Will we ever achieve “Herd Immunity” (where most of the population are 

immune and the disease cannot spread easily)?  

We must reappraise our health, leisure, social and educational needs. A new 

spacious Community Centre/Hub, sufficiently large to enable social distancing 

should be planned. A new Community Centre should be big enough to enable 

people to sing, dance, keep fit, play badminton and other games, have various 

classes, including yoga, have business events, parties and weddings etc. Built 

with modern materials it could be a zero- or low-energy building. It could be built 

in conjunction with a primary school and facilities could be shared. We have been 

told by the government that it is going to spend millions on new school buildings 

in order to deliver safe education. Let us be part of it. Too many schools are old 

and overcrowded. Ideally, Appledore needs to grow, attract young families and 

thrive as an active community. A primary school in the new Covid situation could 

be very advantageous to our village. 
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Many modern health facilities are inappropriately small for social distancing. The 

village no longer has a surgery. Potentially, a large well-ventilated hall could be 

used for some medical activities such as immunising large numbers of people. 

There is a shortage of large safe venues for mass immunisations in Kent. 

There are several potential sites between the main village and The Heath which 
could be suitable for a Community Centre. Currently our village is divided, “Them 
and us” as some people put it! A Community Centre in-between the two parts of 
the village would bring us together. 

A sensitive development could mean safe open public space, a new Community 

Centre with landscaping, parking, a nursery, a play area and even a primary 

school? 

Drains have been a long-standing problem in Appledore and should not be an 

obstacle to vital development. The main sewer in The Street has a diameter of 

six inches. This is woefully inadequate, and some residents have suffered 

flooding. Having faeces and toilet paper in one’s house or garden is a risk to 

health and unacceptable. A new drainage system is required for the whole 

village, for now and for future needs. Repairs and half measures are not the 

answer. 

The developer of the Parish Council land will have to contribute towards the cost 

of upgrading the sewerage system to gain planning consent. When the problem 

has been known about for so many years and other developers have not 

contributed, this seems unfair. I cannot see how the developer will subsidise 

social housing, starter homes, fix drains, refurbish the old Village Hall, etc. and 

still make a profit. These arrangements should be reassessed openly, with 

public consultation, not managed by one or two individuals. Very many of us 

living in the village do not want to see a massive amount of money wasted on a 

“Vanity Project” unfit for the 21
st
 century and future community needs. The Parish 

Council land is the “Family Silver”, it should be spent wisely in the light of 

changed circumstances. 

Most of us are resistant to change. However, when circumstances change, the 

mature response is to reconsider and develop new plans. Sadly, all too often, 

hubris prevents the ability to be open-minded and to reconsider ideas and plans. 

Coronavirus should make all of us reconsider our lifestyles, aspirations and 

collective plans. We need an entirely new Community Centre, new drains and 

ideally a primary school. 

Lastly, an especially important message: Have your pneumonia, flu and other 

vaccines, as and when appropriate. Modern vaccines are safe, save lives and 

prevent serious illness. Be aware that a healthy diet and vitamin D are vital for 

immunity.  Protect yourself and your community. 

Dr Julian Colledge 

The Old Surgery, Appledore 
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APPLEDORE PARISH MAGAZINE HAS A NEW 

PRINTER!!!!!!! 

Dear Appledore, 

The new printer has arrived, and the Editing team is thrilled. We 

even have a new home in the heart of the village in the Methodist 

Chapel and must thank two people in particular for letting us rent 

space. These are Mrs Brenda Fazzani and Mrs Vivienne Beale. We 

just need to wait for our training once it is safe for the technician from 

RISO to come. This month’s magazine will still be printed on the 

printer we had to hire to keep going. 

We now have an office and space to store the paper and room to 

gather to collate the magazine. However, we could not have done 

it without you. We are so grateful for all your donations which 

continue to come in. Thank you all. One day we will be able to open 

the doors and you can come and see how we “put the magazine to 

bed” as they say. We had planned to do this as part of the 60
th
 

birthday celebrations for the Parish Magazine but were halted by the 

pandemic – one day we will open the doors. 

The Appledore Parish Magazine is delivered free of charge to every 

household in the village and we want to keep it that way. Most other 

parish magazines have a cover charge. Having our new printer 

(which should last for the next ten years) is vital for the future of a 

free parish magazine in Appledore 

We still need donations to keep going – paper is not cheap, and the 

printing of photographs does add to the cost so if you can donate, we 

will be very grateful. Our revenue comes mainly from the Church and 

the advertisements we include. 

Donations should be sent to: The Editor, Oak House, 74 The Street, 

Appledore, TN26 2AE. Cheques should be made payable to 

Appledore Parish Magazine. 

If you would prefer to donate via Bank Transfer, the details are 

below. Please include a name and donation amount on the transfer 

details. 

Bank details are Account No 03213421, Sort Code 30-90-28  
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BRODIE 
 

 ALL HOT AND BOTHERED 
 

I am not impressed with all this very hot weather so most of the day I spend indoors  
sleeping under the table where it is nice and cool.  Our walks are early mornings either 
along the lane or to the lake to admire the swan family.  Occasionally we have an 
evening walk but it’s not really my scene as, after a busy day dozing on and off, all I 
want to do is go to sleep again. 
I’ve been to see my cousin Ruby - she’s not really a cousin but belongs to our family.  
She is a beautiful Dalmatian with, I have to say, not many spots - don’t know what went 
wrong there.  Anyway, she is very playful and lives in a house with a huge garden so we 
had a lot of fun chasing her tennis ball, narrowly missing the fish pond a couple of times!  
She’s quite a bit older than me so she soon got tired and then I just played by myself, 
chasing this ball on a long piece of rope - round and round it went with me chasing it 
until I got quite dizzy. 
We went on a long walk with a friend and her two dogs, one of whom was a bit noisy, 
but we soon settled down and got on really well.  I ran and ran until I was so tired that, 
when I got home, I just slept for the rest of the day. But I must say it was great fun 
having some doggy company for a change. 
The last few days I’ve been busy in the garden doing my best to help.  With all the 
pruning that was going on, I re-arranged the tree branches over the lawn and the path. 
Then some of the smaller bits I took inside for a good chew. I did make a bit of mess on 
the rug indoors but I don’t think it mattered too much as nobody said anything and I 
didn’t get told off. 
I’m not wearing my pink collar anymore.  It was rubbing a bare patch on my neck.  So 
the next time you see me out walking stop and admire my smart new harness which 
doesn’t rub at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXCITING  NEWS! 

SEE LATER IN MAGAZINE! 
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Ride + Stride for Kent Churches 

Saturday 12 September 

This event is set to go ahead! 

 

So, please consider supporting it as a cyclist or 
walker, or to help on refreshments or man the 
desk for a two-hour slot on the day.  

 

Having cycled this for years now, I can 
thoroughly recommend it.  You can choose your 
own route and cycle to as many (or as few) 
churches as you wish where you are sure to find 
a warm welcome, lovely refreshments and like-
minded people along the way. 

 

50% of the sponsorship monies goes to our 
church, St Peter & St Paul, with the rest going to 
help other Kent churches in need. 

 

For further information contact Fay on 758304.  
Thank you 
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     FOR SALE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our 60th birthday celebrations we have put together a sketchbook of 

Appledore. These are drawings done in the 1960s by the first Editor of the Parish 

magazine, Mr Sweetman. It is a fascinating glimpse into the history of Appledore 

and what the village looked like then. Mr Sweetman travelled all around the 

village sketching what he saw. Many of you will recognise your homes as they 

looked then. You might also see what the land looked like before your house was 

built! 

Some of the individual buildings named include: the Methodist Chapel; the 

Forstal; Horne’s Place Chapel; Oxney House; Swan House; the cottages on 

Court Lodge Road; primary school; Victoria Terrace and Griffin Cottages; 

Hawthorn Cottages; many views of the Church - inside and out - as well as 

country views along the Military Canal and Gusbourne. 

If you would like to purchase a copy - the cost is £5 - please contact either the 

Editor on 01233 758249 or Brian Knight on 01233 758319.  
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 Parish Council Update, September 2020 
 
Coronavirus 
Should you need help in isolation, please contact Lyndsey Jenkins on 
0779522090 or 01233 758152. Please remember to social distance when out 
and about. The government opened the door, so to speak, just a month ago for 
those shielding because of underlying health issues, etc. and these people will 
appreciate others giving them space. 

Residential Development Planning Application for the Council Field 
The planning application went to Ashford Planning Committee again on 19

th
 

August and was approved unanimously. There are still various planning 
conditions that require paperwork to be submitted to Planning Officers for their 
agreement which will take several months to complete.  

Highways and Byways 
Helen Hennig has written a report, which can be found further on in the 
magazine, reviewing where we are with the works for the Highways Improvement 
Scheme. 

Residential Enabling Car Park – Court Lodge Road 
The newt and reptile trapping and relocation programme has begun and is 
expected to continue to around the end of September. The receptor site with 
pond in the lower field has also been completed. Following the drop-in sessions, 
Court Developments submitted a new application, details of which can be found 
on Ashford Borough Council website under reference 20/00975/AS. This 
application is as per the drop-in session except that the large home for plot 4 has 
been replaced by two smaller dwellings similar in size and style to the other 3 
dwellings. The revised layout for the public car park is also included. Near 
neighbours’ requests for appropriate screening of the car park will be 
incorporated in the final planting scheme.  
In August, the Parish Council along with Court Developments met the New 
Schemes Highways Officer to discuss signage to direct drivers to the car park. 

Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council will be holding a virtual meeting on September 7

th
 at 7.30pm. 

Keep an eye out for the agenda on the noticeboard or on the website for details 
on how to join the meeting. If you can, let the Clerk know in advance if you wish 
to attend. Your County Councillor and District Councillors will be attending. 
Remember no-one will be at the hall.  

Parish Council Finances – First Quarter Financial report 
Detailed financial information on the Council’s expenditure and income for the 
first quarter for this financial year is available from the website. The financial 
report for the quarter follows.  
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Appledore Parish Council First Quarter Financial Report 
(April-May-June) 2020-2021 
 

Taking into consideration unpresented payments but not unpresented invoices, 

as at 30
th
 June 2020 the bank account stood at £34,246.77. This quarter has 

been defined by the Covid-19 pandemic. The Council functioned under 

delegation to the Clerk along with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

Total Income (receipts) for the period: £14,323.81 
The Council received 50% of its precept (its share of the council tax), being 

£13,000. The Council also receives two small annual grants.  

First is the council tax support grant originating from central government, a share 

of which is handed out from the County Council to the Borough Council and then 

in turn to parish councils. Although central government is no longer assisting with 

the financial impact of ceasing to refund the cost of discounts on council tax, 

parish councils in Ashford continue to receive a grant in relation to this.  

The other concurrent function grant is for carrying out a service on behalf of the 

Borough Council such as grass-cutting and litter-picking. These are paid in two 

equal instalments. In April the Parish Council received £421 council tax support 

grant and £525 concurrent function grant. The other instalment for these will be in 

September.  

A Feed-in Tariff Payment is usually received each quarter from EDF for the solar 

panels on the Village Hall. Covid-19 travel restrictions meant no reading could be 

taken. However, a catch-up payment for energy produced will be made when the 

next quarter’s reading is taken.  

Interest paid on the bank account is small and will be reducing to pennies as the 

interest rate was drastically cut in July.  

Some of the monies owed from the public convenience water and waste accounts 

being erroneously closed down by Business Stream has been returned.  

The short closure of the public toilets has reduced the amount of donations 

received. Only one deposit was made in this quarter as Tenterden NatWest Bank 

is no longer accepting cash deposits at the teller. I am currently registering for 

Business Quick Deposit.  

The Council’s efforts to set up an account with Lloyds Bank to provide online 

banking with effective safety measures has stalled, with Lloyds moving personnel 

to cover banking issues for the vulnerable. Lloyds has still not reinstated the 

opening of new accounts.  

As the Parish Council depends solely on the tax paid by residents, the Council’s 

financial position is unaffected by the pandemic. 
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Total Expenditure (payments) for the period: £8,915.42 
 
Although the Council did not meet, Council employees continued to work as per 

normal. After 7 years of over-use, the Clerk’s printer finally died and a new one 

more suitable for a small office was acquired with the cost being equally shared 

between Appledore, Iden and Pett Parish Councils, £76 each.  

Whilst the toilets were closed to the public, they were made available to key 

workers and street cleaning continued as normal. No small jobs could be dealt 

with during lockdown, so expenditure is mainly salaries and public convenience 

service bills. 

Councillor Jenkins, in an independent capacity, ran the Covid-19 buddy scheme 

for Appledore and the Council assisted with publicising this by means of a flyer 

distributed to every household in the parish (thanks to all those who helped out 

and continue to do so), the cost of the flyer being a very small contribution. 

The progress of the planning application for a residential development on the ex-

Council field, through Ashford Borough Council as Appledore’s local planning 

authority, is incredibly slow. Fortunately, all costs and the additional costs 

resulting from the delay are borne by the developer, Martello. 

The last payment of £5,048.75 was made to the Public Works Loan Board for the 

grant to the Village Hall.  

With the relaxation of lockdown, the Council assisted with the drop-in sessions 

on the Court Lodge Residential Enabling Car Park, producing and delivering the 

flyer to all homes, the cost of which Court Developments Limited offered to cover. 

There has been no further expenditure on Highways Improvements Schemes, so 

the ring-fenced amount remains at £19,238. 

Finally, the outstanding invoices from the previous years of about £300 are still to 
be presented. 
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Moving forward from the COVID 19 outbreak we have been busy preparing for the "new 

normal." All groups will be in social bubbles, areas sanitised and equipment will not be 

shared among clients. You can be confident that we have taken every step to ensure clients 

safety. 
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Latest fraud scams -  Information from Kent Police 

 

Tax Fraud – Phone Scam  

 

Kent Police had a report this week from a Kent resident stating that they had 
received an automated message from 0151 785 9431 which said that there was 
“a tax fraud in their name” and that they needed to press button 1 on their 
telephone, otherwise they would be arrested. This is one of many types of 
messages/scams that people are receiving threatening arrest. Firstly, please do 
not press button 1 and disconnect the call. The HMRC would never contact you 
and threaten you in this fashion. Secondly, if you know the number, then please 
report this to Action Fraud. I will then be made aware and hopefully can get these 
numbers blocked and disconnected. Finally, if you have a call blocker, then I 
would ask that you add this to your list of blocked numbers.  
 

Covid scams - contact https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/covid19. 

 

Netflix – Phishing emails  
 
If you receive any emails impersonating Netflix, do not click on any links directing 
you to a website. 
 
Netflix have further information at https://help.netflix.com/en/node/65674. 
 
 
NHS Charity fraud 
 
Fraudsters are using people’s good nature in wanting to support the NHS by 
sending out fake emails impersonating them and getting people to believe that 
they are donating money when, in fact, they are lining the criminals’ pockets. The 
fraudsters have been asking people to send monies directly to bank accounts or 
using Bitcoin.  

The NHS would never ask people to send monies direct to a bank account by 
bank transfer or donate using Bitcoin. If you want to donate, then please do so via 
the official channels. Never click on any links on suspicious emails but, instead, 
forward them to Report@phishing.gov.uk. 

https://help.netflix.com/en/node/65674
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Appledore Parish Councillors’ Contact Details 

 

Councillors’ phone numbers are usually available on the noticeboard. 

However, from time to time the boards are very full. For full contact details, 

go to http://www.appledorepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/our-team/. Please make 

use of any answer machine services available. 

 

 

James Perkins (Chair)    01233 758107, mobile 07789 916132 

       email apc.jperkins@gmail.com 

Chris Vane (Vice-Chair)    01233 758198, mobile 07816 672919 

       email apc.cvane@gmail.com 

Charles Wilkinson     01233 758316, mobile 07562 302809 

       email apc.cwilkinson@gmail.com 

Helen Hennig (Highways issues)  01233 758436, mobile 07759 006324 

       email apc.hhennig@gmail.com 

Roger Hiskey     01233 758097 

       email apc.rhiskey@gmail.com  

Derek Winter      01233 758570 

       email apc.dwinter@gmail.com 

Lyndsey Jenkins     07795 220909 

       email apc.ljenkins@gmail.com 

Parish Clerk – Mary Philo   01797 270790 

       email apc.mphilo@gmail.com    

http://www.appledorepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/our-team/
mailto:apc.jperkins@gmail.com
mailto:apc.cvane@gmail.com
mailto:apc.cwilkinson@gmail.com
mailto:apc.hhennig@gmail.com
mailto:apc.rhiskey@gmail.com
mailto:apc.dwinter@gmail.com
mailto:apc.ljenkins@gmail.com
mailto:apc.mphilo@gmail.com
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APPLEDORE HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS UPDATE   

 

Having worked with Charles Wilkinson over the past 3 years as assistant Highways & 
Byways Councillor, I took on the lead role when Charles stood down.  I thought it would 
be useful to give a reminder of what we have achieved and what the Council still hope 
to achieve in the first phase of improvements. 

As a result of the eight speed and traffic surveys and extensive discussions with Kent 
Highways, we achieved the following:   

• Extension of the 30mph limit in The Street up to and through the Four Wents 
crossroads, including Woodchurch Road where it was 40 before the national speed limit 

• Reduction of the national speed limit approaching from Tenterden and through the 
School crossroads from 60mph to 40mph from The Pines and down to 30mph at the 
bend 

• School Road, which was in parts the national speed limit, is now 40mph throughout 

• The national speed limit on Kenardington Road has been reduced to 40mph from 
approximately the entrance to Gusbourne 

• Approaches to Four Wents crossroads have been reduced from 40 to 30mph. 

The above was not only based on the surveys but other criteria, previous data and 
extensive site inspection.  Having taken on board comments at the Open Day, we tried 
our best to achieve further extensions and changes on your behalf but, as so often, 
were met with many reasons why things could not be done! 

Our current goal is to remove the roundels (speed road markings) at the end of The 
Street as these are badly worn and still clearly show the 40mph, to press for repeat 
small 30mph/other speed indicators along the stretch passing Scotland & Bates and up 
to the crossroads and to re-instate the Appledore Village sign where appropriate. 

I have now been told by the Schemes Project Manager that, due to the government 
initiative “Emergency Active Travel Fund” – mainly improvement and increase of cycle 
paths and footpaths due to Covid - we might not achieve our works until Spring/Summer 
2021.  I have the support of Mike Hill, our County Councillor, whom I have met recently 
and who will do his best to support us to complete Phase 1. 

I have met with a number of residents at Heathside to discuss their concerns, including 
bikes and speeding, and hope to start Speed Watch and Freight Watch with your 
support when works are complete. 

 

Thank you Charles for all your hard work and leadership. It will not be the same 
photographing those pot-holes without you! 

 

  PLEASE DO OBSERVE THE SPEED LIMITS! 

KEEP  HEDGES CUT BACK FROM SIGNAGE AND PAVEMENTS  

  DON’T HESITATE TO CONTACT ME  WITH ANY CONCERNS  

 

Helen Hennig 
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CARM has moved! 

After many years of being based in Appledore, CARM has relocated.  

There is some sadness in leaving the old offices - if walls could talk, what 
interesting tales they could relate of our time spent in the Methodist Chapel. 
Some of us have been there for over a decade. We have enjoyed being at the 
heart of the community and will miss everyone.  

 We want to say a tremendous thank you from all the CARM team for the 
amazing support and welcome we have had in the village.  

So on behalf of Helen, Fiona, Katie, Zena, Holly, Vicky, Sharon and Benedict 

THANK YOU! 

  

Our new address is CARM, Unit 12 Mountfield Road Industrial Estate, New 
Romney, Kent TN28 8LH. Our telephone number remains the same: 01233 
758122.  

 

 

 

 

 

   Weald of Kent Art Society 

http://www.wealdofkentartsociety.co.uk 

    ART UNLOCKED  

 ART UNLOCKED , The Weald of Kent Art Society’s online art exhibition  

During lockdown – and beyond – while we were unable to hold meetings, we 

encouraged our members to complete fortnightly art projects and submit their 

work online. This proved popular and we are now taking this a step further. As 

our regular exhibition is not possible this year with the restrictions on group get-

togethers, our members’ work will be featured instead in an online exhibition. As 

we are based in Tenterden, with most of our members coming from the town and 

surrounding villages such as yours,  we hope you will feel able to support us. 

The exhibition goes “live” at  www.wealdofkentartsociety.co.uk. 

http://www.wealdofkentartsociety.co.uk/
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GRAPEVINE  

 

With the easing of restrictions one noticeable impact is the number of 

properties becoming available and/or sale agreed and sold. 

Appledore is no exception to this, and whilst we are sorry to see so many of 

our friends moving on to pastures new, we wish them all every 

happiness for the future and hope they will soon settle into their new 

surroundings. 

We have not mentioned individual families as there is always the concern 

that we may miss someone  but there are two people who should be 

thanked for their contribution not only to the village as a whole, but in 

particular for their unswerving devotion to the magazine !   

The magazine has the fortune to have a band of willing volunteers who turn 

up each and every month (barring December’s well earned holiday !) to 

print over 10,800 pages for one edition, so a huge thank you to Ian 

Bampton for his invaluable part he played in this task over the years. 

The second person is Jackie Purser who has also turned up month after 

month to assist in the collating of 450 copies which is carried out during 

a morning close to the end of the month.  Jackie then goes home and, 

with her other hat on, delivers the magazine to the households on her 

allocated round. 

Thank you to you both – and whilst we look forward to welcoming all the 

new residents, we will surely miss the old!!  Maybe it could be written 

into the Contract of Sale that the new occupants are obliged to carry on 

the duties of the previous owners??!! 

At the same time, we would like to add a warm welcome to Ben and 

Elizabeth at Wisteria Cottage, The Heath, who have recently moved into 

Appledore! Looking forward to meeting you soon! 

 

If you have any items for Grapevine please contact us via 

applegrapevine@aol.com or give a call on: 01233 758319. 

 

mailto:applegrapevine@aol.com
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Dippy’s having a bad day! 

Spaced out or Pacing Out 

My joints they are a little stiff, 

Of cannabis I’d like a whiff, 

I’ve heard it could be “just  the job”, 

Or will I end up just a blob 

With screwed up dreams 

And crazy schemes 

That make me just another slob 

To clutter up the path of life 

And cause some others lots of strife? 

… Best stick with the Panadol! 

 

But no! The news today 

Takes that away! 

To suffer is our earthly fate,  

There’s nothing else to help our state, 

BUT “Exercise” is now the shout. 

So get those jolly tracksuits out 

And work those muscles, lift those knees 

And no more guzzling chips and peas! 

 

Postscript: Failing that Dippy Dora recommends a “Counter Irritant” – 

thrash yourselves with a bunch of fresh nettles. That certainly takes your 

mind off things!!!!!!! 

Editor’s note: 
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